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Earthquake Descriptions in Buke Nendaiki and Kamakura Nendaiki in the 13th to 15th Centuries:
Are They Felt Records in Kamakura or in Kyoto?

Katsuhiko Ishibashi
2-28-26 Yokowo, Suma-ku, Kobe, 654-0131 Japan

Among the Japanese historical earthquake documents there is a kind of materials generally called Nendaiki. They are
basically handy chronological tables of Japanese era names, emperors, principal persons in the governments, and major
events in each year. Database of Japanese Historical Earthquake Documents in the Ancient and Medieval Ages contains
about 80 Nendaikis. Their earthquake records are mostly brief just showing occurrence dates without any information about
felt points. Despite that careful inference of the felt point of each earthquake is fundamental in historiographical seismology,
such study has scarcely been done so far. In this paper I tried to identify the felt points concerning earthquake records in
Buke Nendaiki, a chronological table for the period from 1180 to 1499 covering both the Imperial Court in Kyoto and
warrior (buke) governments in Kamakura (ca.1180-1333) and in Kyoto (since 1336). In its Uragaki (backside memoranda)
records of 19 earthquakes are contained. Existing interpretations of these events are tremors in Kamakura before 1323 and
in Kyoto after 1341. I investigated sentences before and after each earthquake description and found that, for the 1316 six
earthquakes and the 1323 one, sentences described events in Kyoto. Therefore these seven earthquakes so far believed to
have occurred near Kamakura probably took place around Kyoto. I also examined earthquake descriptions in Uragaki of
Kamakura Nendaiki, another Nendaiki for 1182-1332, but found no miss-interpretation about the places so far considered.
Keywords: Historical Source Criticism, Buke Nendaiki, Felt Point, Kamakura, Kyoto, Kamakura Nendaiki.
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