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Documents describing damage to Izu Oshima by the 1923 Kanto Earthquake

The 1923 Kanto earthquake caused damage to persons and buildings in Izu Oshima. There was a discrepancy
between the records regarding the extent of the damage. The damages to persons are said to be four dead in Okada
village in one record [Matsuzawa (1925)], while the other record says that there are four in Okada village and three
in Sashikiji village [the Social Affairs Bureau of Ministry of Home Affairs (1926)]. In order to examine the problem
of the discrepancy, I checked three materials in which the damage to Izu Oshima was surveyed immediately after
the 1923 Kanto earthquake. The documents are Nakamura (1924) and two reports owned by National Institute for
Defense Studies, Japan. All of these documents say that four persons in Okada village in Izu Oshima were killed by
landslide, while there were no descriptions of deaths in other areas. The result suggests that three deaths in Sashikiji
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village reported by the Social Affairs Bureau of Ministry of Home Affairs (1926) need more consideration.
Keywords: the 1923 Kanto Earthquake, Izu Oshima, earthquake damage, Okada village and Sashikiji village.
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Fig. 1 Map of Izu Oshima (a) Location of Izu Oshima (b) Villages at that time in Izu Oshima
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Table 1. Damage to Izu Oshima by the 1923 Kanto earthquake
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