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Reevaluation of the Tsunami Height of Usuki in the 1596 Bungo Earthquake
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The tsunami height of Usuki in the 1596 Bungo Earthquake was pointed out to be 3 - 4 m in a previous study.

However, the historical document on which the study relied is modern record. As a result of going back to the

historical materials of the same period as the event and examining the details of damage, it was judged that there

was no major tsunami damage in Usuki. Then, based on the description of "Inaba kafu", the height of the tsunami

in Usuki was estimated to be a little over 2 m.

Keywords: the 1596 Bungo Earthquake, Tsunami Height, Usuki.
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Fig.1. Active faults in and around Beppu Bay [Quoted from Earthquake Headquarters (2017)]
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Fig.2. "Usuki Hogan-ji necrology" [Quoted from Akutagawa and Fukukawa (1992). Buddhist names, death dates,
residence, secular names, relationships, etc. are listed by date from 1%t to 30.]
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Niouza and Hatcho-oji st., (c) central town of Usuki (Tojinmachi area). All taken from Usuki castle]
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Fig.13. Longitudinal section of the slope in front of Kawasaki's house
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Fig.14. Tide estimation near Usuki (i.e. Saganoseki port) on the day of the Bungo Earthquake (astronomical tide
level) [Quoted from the estimation results by the Japan Coast Guard website. (a) When the date of occurrence is
September 1st. (b) When the date of occurrence is September 4th]]

-87 -



KA

- 88 -



FE#NErO

RER

5

a

=

;L:_-;

b3

PE -2 - - BEKIETP.2.06m | BERM 13624

® _
0 60 120 180 240 300 360
20emAER 2RI 14,15 B (5

15 ROy REEK FTHIFAEIZ 0T 2 FA) I ORI OB > 2 2 b— a3 ViRE
Ui FHHUE (#9(2013) L0 5| A ]
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Tablel. Evaluation of tsunami height in the Bungo Earthquake
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Fig.16. Evaluation of tsunami height in the 1596 Bungo earthquake [Added to GSI Maps]
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