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Record of the 1923 Kanto Earthquake in the Northwest of Saitama Prefecture
Confusion Among People Occurred by Earthquake Disaster

Miharu SHINODA and Ken’ichi ARAI
Sakae-Higashi High School, 2-77 Suna-cho, Minuma-ku, Saitama City, Saitama, 337-0054 Japan

The 1923 Kanto Earthquake caused heavy damage in the Kanto region centering around Tokyo. Furthermore,
false rumors that Koreans poisoned wells caused confusion by many people. These false rumors were brought by
refugees from Tokyo. The article about the rumors spread to Tokyo Nichinichi newspaper. Damage due to the
earthquake motion was not recorded in Kumagaya City, Honjo City, Kamisato Town, Yorii Town, and Fukaya
City, located in the northwestern part of Saitama Prefecture. On the other hand, the confusion caused by the false
rumors led to the massacre. This is called Kanto Massacre. The cause of this case was brought on by rumors of
poisoned wells from Koreans was thought of as fact. This study carried out that we searched stone monuments
and Historical materials about the false rumors in the 1923 Kanto Earthquake. As a result, we have led the damage
by the false rumors. For example, in Kumagaya City, the false rumors passed down and the garrison was

organized in September 3, the Korean massacre happened in September 4.

Keywords: 1923 Kanto Earthquake, Northwest of Saitama Prefecture, Rumors, Korean, Kanto Massacre.
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Tablel. Timeline of incidents in each city.
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Fig.1-a Wide area map including the surveyed areas in this study.
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Fig.1-b Map showing old towns or villages and present cities or towns surveyed in this study.
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Fig.8 Map around Kodama Station.
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Fig.9 Tomb where the victim was buried, built in the
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