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Detail investigation of the fires caused by the 1854 Ansei Nankai Earthquake

Rena MINAMI

Toshitaka BABA

Tokushima University, 2-1, Minamijosanjima, Tokushima,
770-8506 Japan

On December 24, 1854, the Ansei Nankai Earthquake occurred in the Nankai subduction zone off southwestern

Japan. This study investigated the fires caused by the Ansei Nankai Earthquake to identify the points where the fire

broke out and the fire-damaged area. We were curious to know where and why the fires stopped. In two of the four

regions we investigated, fires broke out in the towns for townspeople because the earthquake occurred in the evening

when the people were preparing dinner. Rivers and roads coincided with the margin of the fire-damaged areca. We

conclude that buffer zones such as rivers and roads played an important role in preventing the spread of fires.

Keywords: Historical Earthquakes, Ansei Nankai Earthquake, Fire
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Fig.1. Areas of fire occurrence

The circles indicate areas of fire occurrence by the earthquake. Red ones in the circles were areas this study

investigated.
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Area hatched by red is the fired area estimated by our study. Area surrounded by dashed line is the fired area

estimated by Tsuji and Masuta (2020).
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Table. 1. Characteristics of the fires caused by the 1854 Ansei Nankai Earthquake
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