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1923 Great Kanto Earthquake seen from Akita

— A study based on local newspaper, Akita Sakigake Shinpo —

Toshihiko MI1ZUTA

Research Center for Regional Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, Akita University,
Tegata Gakuen-machi 1-1, Akita, 010-8502 Japan

Hiroshi KAGAMI

Ishikari, 061-3214 Japan

The 1923 Kanto Earthquake reaches its 100th anniversary in 2023. At this juncture, we clarify how Akita was
affected by this earthquake and what kind of response it took. We have collected and analyzed local newspapers
and administrative materials from the time regarding damaging earthquakes since the Meiji era, and have clarified
the damage situation and Akita Prefecture's response to earthquakes. In this paper, we focus on local newspapers
and organize information gathering, rescue, relief activities, etc. after the earthquake.

At the time of the earthquake in 1923, the population of Akita Prefecture was over 970,000, and the main products
were rice, timber, mining, and oil. Direct trains operated between Tokyo and Akita. We referred the newspaper
“Akita Sakigake Shinpo", representative one in Akita Prefecture, disaster articles related to Akita were selected
and listed up to time series table with categories of information transmission, traffic conditions, and movements of
evacuees. From this table the responses of Akita Prefecture, Akita City, the Red Cross, and various other
organizations are disclosed. Finally, the impact of rising prices on the lives of prefectural residents was also
clarified.

Keywords: 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake, Akita prefecture, Newspaper articles.
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Kanto region and Akita prefecture.
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immediately after the disaster seen from newspapers.
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