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Case Study of Evacuation Using Sea Routes in Tokyo Bay During the Great Kanto Earthquake
Yoshihiro NAKAGAWA

27-1, Kawauchi, Aoba-ku, Sendai city,

Miyagi, 980-0862 Japan

The Kanto Earthquake of September 1, 1923, which hit Tokyo and Yokohama, caused a large number of victims.
It is said that as many as 700,000 to 800,000 people fled to the countryside. Many were evacuated by land
transportation or on foot, but it is also known that some were transported to Shimizu Port, in Shizuoka Pref. and
Kobe by navy vessels and civilian merchant ships. I reported from the newly discovered memoir of Akira
KAMADA that small civilian vessels not only transported evacuees between cities, but also across Tokyo Bay. The
previous paper only showed the existence of a few other examples of such evacuations by sea. In this paper, I have
confirmed many cases of evacuation across Tokyo Bay. The paper points out that ships powered by oil engines were
used, that fast delivery was important, and that transportation by ferry was widely used. Although the reasons for
crossing the gulf were different, I confirmed that the transportation of evacuees and supplies was not the only reason
for crossing the gulf, and that the transportation of information was also expected. The existence of a sea route
across the bay may have been temporarily important for the south Boso, where land transportation had been cut off.
Keywords: 1923 Kanto Earthquake, Evacuation on the sea, Piggyback passenger, Oil engines ship.
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Table 1: Footage and comparison of three persons evacuated by sea
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Figure 1: Evacuation routes and estimated shipping routes
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(Using GSI vector, topography is current)





