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Reexamination of the Keicho Tsunami (1605) on the Coastal Area of the Boso Peninsula
Junichi ITO, Yoshinobu TSUJI, and Yuichi NAMEGAYA

Earthquake Research Institute, the University of Tokyo
Yayoi 1-1-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 113-0032 Japan

The Keicho (Nankai) earthquake is thought to be the most mysterious earthquake in the series of gigantic Nankai
and Tokai earthquakes along the Nankai trough. According to the diaries, archives and chronicles of the same age,
nobody felt the earthquake in the most densely populated Kyoto and Osaka area. However, tsunami attacked
southern coast of Shikoku and Honsyu Islands, Hachijojima Island, and even the eastern coast of the Boso
peninsula. Some books of war history in the Boso area told that serious damage was brought about by earthquake
and tsunami. Many seismologists doubt of these descriptions of not-so-credible history books. We examined
archives, documents, and books of local history and legend in the Boso area now available. Books chiefly
interested in the battle and conspiracy at that time should be carefully examined, but some documents cited there
coincide with most credible history written in early 17th century. Fortunately, we found new documents on the
Keicho tsunami in the archives of Saitokuji Temple in the village of Amatsura near Kamogawa City, southeastern
coast of the Boso peninsula. In a war history book called “Boso Chiranki”, Amatsura was listed as one of 35
villages attacked by tsunami, and the Saitokuji documents stressed that only two or three people survived the
tsunami at the village. Existence of tsunami on Boso coast on February 1605 now becomes more convincing.
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