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Many records of earthquakes on the Korean Peninsula were described in "Choseon Wangjo Sillok" (the
Chronological Record of the Choseon Dynasty, Korea, 1392-1910). The East Korean Coast Earthquake of June, 26,
1681 was the largest one. The size of the damaged area of this earthquake was about 100km in north-south, and from
the east coast to a town located at the distance 50 kilometers inland from the coast. The severest damage took place in
the area of Shinhun-sa Temple in Sokcho City, Kangwon-do Province, where many huge rocks slid down from the
peak of Ulsan-Baui Rock Hill and the building of Shihun-sa Temple and the cave temple of Kyejo-Am were entirely
destroyed. We visited at the damaged site, and saw many rocks scattered on the both sides of the valley of Kyejo-Am
cave temple. In addition that, in front of the cave, there is "Heundeul Baui (movable rock)" on a rock terrace, which is
also told one of the rocks slid down from the top of the Ulasn Baui Rock Hill due to the 1681 earthquakes. We
estimated seismic intensity 7 in JMA scale there. Chukdae-baui (a candle stick rock) on the coast of Samchok was
broken near the root due to the shaking of the 1681 earthquake, just described in "Choseon Wangjo Silllok™. We also
visited Sanhuasa Temple in Datusan mountainous region, where also described that many rocks were slid down along
slopes. It is in the text of "Choseon Wangjo Sillok™ that sea level went down and the sea bottom came out in the open
air up to 100 meters from the coast, which shows a tsunami was accompanied with the earthquake. We estimated the
magnitude of this earthquake at M = 7.5 by the size of the distribution of seismic intensity 5 and the fact that it was
accompanied with a tsunami.
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