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"Azumakagami" as a Recording Medium of Natural Phenomena
during the Late 12th to Mid 13th Century in Japan

Kayoko OJIMA and Masato KOYAMA
Faculty of Education, Shizuoka University
836 Oya, Suruga-ku, Shizuoka 422-8529, Japan

"Azumakagami" is a famous chronicle describing the Medieval age (mainly during the late 12th to mid 13th
century) of the Japanese society. The chronicle was edited in the late 13th or early 14th century at Kamakura,
which was the political center located to the south of Tokyo, and thus contains many descriptions of natural
phenomena occurred there. We counted the number of natural phenomena and the number of characters
describing each phenomenon in Azumakagami and examined its ability as a recording medium of natural
phenomena. The descriptions of Azumakagami can be divided into the following four periods: the first
(AD1180-1196), the second (AD1199-1222), the third (AD1222-1252), and the fourth (AD1252-1266) periods.
The first period corresponds to the initial stage of the Kamakura shogunate and is characterized by poor materials
for describing natural phenomena in Kamakura. Information about natural phenomena discontinuously increases
at each period boundary. Record number of natural phenomena is 10.5 counts/year for the first, 33.6 for the

second, 59.9 for the third, and 73.1 for the fourth period, respectively.
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