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Disaster Response and Relief of the Japanese Naval Air Station in the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake

Yoshinari HAYASHI and Reo KIMURA

Disaster Management office, Nagoya University,
Furocho, Chikusa, Nagoya, 464-8601 Japan

This study clarified response and relief of military forces in disaster situation analyzing the interviews of victims of the 1945

Mikawa Earthquake. We are focused on the Meiji Naval Air Station located in the severest damaged area of the earthquake.

In the adjacent villages of the airbase, over 70% of houses collapsed and many people were crushed under houses. We

derived some useful actions operated by soldiers of the station from the interviews of 2 officers and 3 inhabitants. When the

disaster occurred, some villages became isolated geographically and responded and recovered by themselves for few days.

If there had been organized many staff in the villages and supported relief operations under the situation, the operations of

disaster response and recovery would have practiced effectively and efficiently.
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Fig.1 Number of casualties of the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake classified by municipality
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Tablel = Number of casualties and housing damage of Meiji-mura village of Hekikai-gun County from
the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake (classified by hamlet)
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Fig2 Photograph of Meiji Naval Airbase, 1945
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