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Behavioral and Psychological Pattern of Victims in the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake

- Focused on Disorientation Phase: around 100 Hours after Earthquake Occurred-

Reo KIMURA and Yoshinari HAYASHI

Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Nagoya University,
Furocho, Chikusa, Nagoya, 464-8601 Japan

This paper clarified behavioral and psychological pattern of disaster victims within the first 100 hours after
disaster occurred. We analyzed the sixteen interviews of victims of the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake. We
extracted knowledge and lessons about three behaviors and feelings; “disorientation”, “Saving and Rescue”,
“Confirmation of Safety” which are typical in the 100 hours. The significance of this study is generalizing and
visualizing knowledge and lessons from the past disaster is effective for citizens to image disaster phenomenon
and understand preparedness and response to the disaster in the future. The representative knowledge and
lessons are as follows: 1) “Disorientation” was the common psychological state around the first 10 hours. 2)
When victims buried under the wreckage in heavily-damaged area, they only saved or rescued themselves without
community support mechanisms. 3) Finishing confirmation of victims’ family members safety was a key
ingredient in the recipe for making a start on other important disaster responses.
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Fig 1. Paintings of the Survivors’ Experience
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Fig 3. Paintings of the Survivors’ Experience in “Disorientation Phase”
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Fig 7. Paintings of “Saving and Rescue”
of the Survivors’ Experience in the disaster
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