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The 1931 Hawke’s Bay Earthquake : Damages and Reconstruction of Napier, New Zealand

Yoshihiro Uemura
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The 1931 Hawke’s Bay Earthquake caused the worst damages throughout the history of New Zealand. In this paper,
characteristics and causes of severe damages, emergency correspondence and processes of reconstruction are discussed on
case of Napier, where central business district was severely damaged by the 1931 earthquake. The severe damage was
strongly related to the soft ground underlying back swamp and reclaimed land, where the town was grown.
Under two Acts: Hawke’s Bay Earthquake Act and Earthquake Relief Fund Act, two organizations: Hawke’s Bay
Rehabilitation Committee and Napier Reconstruction Committee excellently functioned for revival of beautiful New Napier.
By modelling rehabilitation after Santa Barbara, Napier was reborn as new Art Deco town. This paper is a tentative

draft of comparative research on the natural disaster science.
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