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The Reading of the Inscription on the Ansei Nankai Earthquake Tsunami Memorial
at Shitennoji Temple, Osaka

Takeshi NAGAO
Tennojicho minami 3-8-9, Abenoku, Osaka, 545-0002 Japan

In Osaka, a stone memorial for the victims of the Ansei Nankai earthquake tsunami can be seen at Shitennoji Temple.
This paper presents an improved reading of the inscription on the memorial. My research is based on a visit to
Shitennoji Temple, and incorporates comparisons of three previous readings of the inscription, i.e., Nagao (2011),
“Jishin Kaiituko™ from “Shinshu Nihon Jishin Shiryo™ [Earthquake Research Institute of Univ. of Tokyo (1987)], and
*“Jishin Kaiitsuki”, which is the original of “Jishin Kaiitsuko”. “Jishin Kaiitsuki” is without question an exact copy of
some other document, because it includes several simple misreadings of characters, which wouldn’t have happened if
the transcriber had actually visited the memorial. The editor of “Shinshu Nihon Jishin Shiryo” copied this transcription,
including its errors. The inscription includes information and instructions for future generations about earthquakes and
tsunamis. It says that the sea was rumbling and the tidal pattern had changed the day before the tsunami hit Osaka. We
cannot find any documents that report these phenomena in Osaka the day before the Ansei Nankai earthquake. The
events described in the inscription may have been caused by the Ansei Tokai earthquake which occurred on the same
day. The memorial is among the stacked, forgotten graves and has gradually been forgotten by the people of Osaka. We
hope that the lessons of the inscription can be utilized for disaster prevention.
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Table 1 Various readings of the stone memorial of the Ansei Nankai earthquake tsunami
at Shitennoji temple.
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“Jisin Kaiitsuki”(The original is in the Mita Media Center of Keiogijyuku Univ.)

Fig. 1.

Photo 1. The Ansei Nankai tsunami memorial is at top-center, among the forgotten graves.
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Photo 2. It is inscribed

Photo 4. It is inscribed “

Photo 3. It is inscribed *

Photo 5. It isinscribed “
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Photo 6. It is inscribed “ Photo 7. It is inscribed “ ™.
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