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Report on the Field Survey for the Memorial Matters from the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake 

 at Isehara, Atsugi, Ebina, Ayase, Yamato and Zama Cities in Central Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan 

Masayuki  TAKEMURA 
Disaster Mitigation Research Center, Nagoya Univ. 

Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan 
    

Many memorial towers and monuments have been constructed for the heavy toll of life and for the restoration of 
villages or cities in Southern Kanto district. Death claimed a toll of about 105000 totally from the 1923 Great 
Kanto earthquake. These towers and monuments must be forever witnesses to the tragedy of the earthquake 
damage and spokesmen for the victim’s dying wish “don’t repeat such damages”. However, most of them have 
been already forgotten by the citizens. We thought it’s sacrilege and must use them for the public education of 
earthquake disaster prevention. This manuscript is a report on the field survey for the memorial matters from the 
Great Kanto earthquake at Isehara, Atsugi, Ebina, Ayase, Yamato and Zama Cities in Central Kanagawa Prefecture. 
Keywords:  Memorial Tower, Great Kanto Earthquake, Isehara, Atsugi, Ebina, Ayase , Yamato, Zama  
 

                                                        
* 464-8641  

: takemura.masayuki@b.mbox.nagoya-u.ac.jp 
             

1  
, 

, 
. 2010

, [ (2010) ]. 
2011 , 

, 
[ (2011)]. 2012

23
[ (2012)]. 2013

[ (2013a, b)]. 
, , 

, , , ,
, . 

. 

 2008 12 13-14 , 
2013 4 30 5 2 3

. 
 
2  

, , , 
, 2 5 , 1

12 , 2 , 2 , 

. 1 2002, 2004 ,
. 

, 
, . 

100 100
, 

28 . ,
10%



 
 

- 34 - 

. 
,

, 

, 

. 

, 

2
, 270

2 14
16

[ (1926)]. 

, 

. 

1 [ (2002, 2004) ] 
Table 1 Summary of damages for old municipalities in Central Kanagawa Prefecture. 
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Fig.1 Map of the survey areas  
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Fig.2 The center of Atsugi City and Ebina City . 
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Fig.3 Aikawa area of Atsugi City. 
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Fig.4 Memorial tower of the recovery for the grave 
yard of Ota Dokan (left side) in Isehara. 
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Fig.5 Jizo statue in Senryu-ji Temple in Isehara 
erected for the souls of victims. 
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Fig.6 Memorial tower of the park near the Ota 
elementary school in Isehara for the soul of victims. 
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Fig.7 The terminal park of Tamagawa Green Road in 
Isehara. 
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Fig.8  Memorial tower Jizo  of Chotoku-ji Temple 
in Atsugi erected for the soul of victims . 

 
9   

Fig.9  Memorial tower of Hachiman Shrine of 
Nakatoda in Atsugi erected for the soul of victims . 
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Fig.10  Memorial tower of Shieki Shrine of 
Kamitoda in Atsugi erected for the soul of victims . 
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Fig.11  Memorial tower of Aikawa Village in 

Atsugi erected for the soul of victims . 
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Fig.12 The monument at Mishima Shrine at Okada in 
 Atsugi made from the materials of destroyed torii. 
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Fig.13  Memorial tower of the recovery for Mishima
Shrine of Okada in Atsugi. 
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Fig.14 The monument at Atsugi Shrine which was made 
from the materials of torii destroyed by the earthquake. 
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Fig.15  Memorial tower of Atsugi Villedge near the 
Atsugi bridge erected for the soul of victims . 



 
 

- 42 - 

 
 

 
12

4 . 
  12 , 

, 
. 

. 
. 

 
3-3  
(1)  
  

1km . 
, 

. 
16 . 

 
 

 
 
 

  

, , 1839

, 
. 

, 
, . 

.  
 
(2)  

7km
5  

17 .  
, 

, 
. 

, 
. 

. 25

. , 
. 

 
(3)   

6km . 
, 

. 
300m

. . 

18 . 3

 
16 

 
Fig.16  The memorial tower of Mishima Shrine at 

Onna in Atsugi which was made from the materials 
of destroyed torii. 
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Fig.17  Kabuto-yu hot spring beginning to gush up 
out by the Great Kanto Earthquake. 
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Fig.18  Memorial tower of Hozo-ji Temple in Atsugi 
erected for the soul of two girls ( Jizo and its basement). 
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Fig.19  Memorial tower of the recovery of the bell 
tower belfry in Sengen Shrine at Kamiogino in 
Aatsugi. 
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Fig.21 Memorial tower of the historic site before the 
movement of main hall of Yamagiwa Shrine. 
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Fig.20 Memorial tower of the movement of the main 
hall of Yamagiwa Shrine in Atsugi. 
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Fig.23  The monument at Suwa Shrine in Ebina made 
from the materials of destroyed torii by the earthquake. 
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Fig.22  Memorial tower of Zozen-ji Temple in Ebina 
erected for the soul of victims. 
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Fig.24  The basement of the old torii at Suwa Shrine 
destroyed by the Great Kanto earthquake. 
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Fig.25  The monument for the earthquake at Oshima 
Memorial Park in Ebina. 
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Fig.26  The monument for the earthquake at Senju 
Inari Shrine in Ebina. 
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Fig.28  Jishin-to erected for the memory of 
earthquake at Fukaya Shrine in Ayase. 
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Fig.27  Jishin-to erected for the memory of 
earthquake at grave yard of Fukaya-kami in Ayase. 
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Fig.29  Jishin-to erected for the memory of earthquake at 
Inari Shrine of Fukaya-naka in Ayase. 
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