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Damages from the 1794 Kansei Sanriku and the 1856 Ansei Sanriku (Off Hachinohe) Earthquakes and
Tsunamis around Sendai Domain Area

Yoko YASUDA
International Research Institute of Disaster Science, Tohoku University
6-6-4 Aramaki-Aza-Aoba, Aoba-ku, Sendai 980-8579, Japan

According to records of historical documents, about 20 tsunamis hit and damaged livelihoods of Miyagi costal area from
1611 to 2011. In this study, I discuss two earthquakes and following tsunamis, the 1793 Kansei Sanriku and the 1856 Ansei
Sanriku (Off Hachinohe) Earthquakes and Tsunamis, based on comparison of historical documents about these two
disasters that record damages and aftermath human activities. In 1793, severe aftershock activity over 10 shocks per day
was continued for about 3 months. Inland Sendai plain area, they suffered huge damage to buildings. At the city area,
buildings collapsed in the earthquake and people were crushed to death by collapses. In the coastal area, over 300 houses
were swept up by the tsunami that was generated by the earthquake. Southern Miyagi coastal area had no record about
tsunami in 1793. But, it is considered that Southern Miyagi coastal area had damaged by tsunami in 1793, because
Fukushima and Chiba coastal area had historical records about damage and human suffering. The damage about buildings
and human lives from the 1856 Ansei Earthquake and Tsunami was less serious than that from the 1793 Kansei Earthquake
and Tsunami. But in 1856, huge tsunami flood caused serious damage to the crops. In 1856, tsunami widely flooded over
rice fields of costal area and affected the coastal area people’s livelihoods. Both in 1793 and 1856, Miyagi area had suffered
huge damage by earthquake and tsunami. These two earthquakes and tsunamis have different characteristics.

Keywords: Historical Earthquake, 1793 Kansei Sanriku Earthquake, 1856 Ansei Sanriku (Off Hachinohe) Earthquake,

Sendai Domain, Historical Documents
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