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Tsunamis of the Meio Period (1492-1501) in Kamakura, Kanagawa Prefecture, South-Central Japan

Mikio NAMIKAWA

Kamakura Museum, 2-1-1 Yukinoshita, Kamakura, Kanagawa 248-0005, Japan

A tsunami arrived at Kamakura, Kanagawa prefecture, south central of Japan, in year 5 of Meio period (A.D. 1495)

inferred from a historical document of “Kamakura Ohnikki”

, which is a chronological table recorded in medieval

times. The description indicates that there was a tsunami along the Yuigahama coast in Kamakura, and went up to
“Sendodan”, which is considered to be a road approaching Tsurugaoka Hachimangu shrine. The description also
indicates that the tsunami destroyed buildings around Great Buddha. This study identified the possible location of
“Sendodan” from the other document “Zenpoji Tera Chizu”, which is an old map around Zenpoji, and also pointed
out that the precinct of Great Buddha might be located closer to the coast. These identifications mean that the
tsunami inundation area in Kamakura was narrower than that estimated by previous studies.
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Fig. 2 An old map in Meio period around Zenpoji temple. Reprinted from Komyoji temple.
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