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A review on estimation of subsidence records of Nankai earthquakes from the tradition of the submerged
village “Kuroda-gori”
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The fate of Kuroda-gori, a coastal village that was submerged under seawater due to subsidence after the Hakuho

Earthquake in 684 AD, is widely known in Kochi Prefecture. Several coastal regions in Kochi Prefecture were submerged

during past Nankai earthquakes, and numerous stories of submerged villages remain popular in areas where such

subsidence has occurred. In addition, structures and objects presumed to be the remnants of historical villages have been

observed on the seafloor along the Kochi coastline. This study was conducted to investigate the origin and characteristics of

the sub-bottom structures in order to understand the nature of the land subsidence and elucidate the size of the tsunamis that

occurred in Kochi region due to the great Nankai earthquakes.
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Fig. 1 Map of the likely locations of the submerged villages and the temples that were relocated as a result of

the Hakuho Earthquake in the Kochi area.
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Table 3 Timeline of research conducted on sub-bottom structures along the Kochi coastline.
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Fig. 3. Schematic maps of the stone wall and well on

the seafloor near (a) Kashiwajima village, and (b)

Nishidomari village. Figures are prepared by reffering

the article in the Kochi Shinbun on July 19th, 1961.
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