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The Memorial Monuments of the 921 Earthquake in 1999

Taro SHIOKAWA

Department of Applied Japanese, Hsiuping University of Science and Technology
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The 921 Earthquake occurred in the central part of Taiwan on September 21, 1999. The quake, which killed over 2,400

people, was the largest natural disaster in recent years in Taiwan.

This study investigated the memorial monuments of the 921 Earthquake. The result showed that there are mainly 13

memorial monuments (6 in Taichung, 5 in Nantou, and 2 in Yunlin ) along the road of Chelungpu fault line. Installation

purposes as seen from the inscription are 2 memorial monuments for cenotaphs, 5 memorial monuments for reconstruction

memorial and 6 memorial monuments for preservation of earthquake ruins. Despite the fact that the monuments were only

more than a decade, only several memorial monuments are in good conditions, some have weathered. There were also the

memorial monuments that were removed and lost. In this study, it was suggested that it is necessary to reinstall the

memorial monuments and preserve them permanently in the light of disaster prevention.
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Fig.1 Distribution map of the memorial monuments in
the 921 Earthquake.
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Fig.2 Memorial monuments in Shihgang Dam.
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Fig.3 Epitaph on memorial monuments in Shihgang
Dam
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Fig.4 Memorial monument in Dongshi District.
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Fig.5 Memorial monument in Fengyuan District.
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Fig.10 Memorial monument in the Puli brewery.
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Table 1. Situation and setting of the memorial monuments in the 921 Earthquake.
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