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On the Fake “Nankai Earthquake” in 794: Meaning of “‘Shin-shi”

Katsuhiko ISHIBASHI
2-28-26 Yokowo, Suma-ku, Kobe, 654-0131 Japan

There was a proposal by a Japanese historian that a description of the 794 disaster around the ancient capital,
which is contained in an old historical book Nihon Kiryaku, might suggest the existence of a so-far-unknown great
Nankai earthquake between the well-known 684 and 887 Nankai events. If it is true, the recurrence interval of
great Nankai earthquakes in the ancient times becomes about 100 years, roughly the same as that after the 14th
century. Critical reading of the description, however, strongly suggests that the 794 event is not an earthquake
but a thunderstorm.  The important points are that the Chinese character “shin” which the historian interpreted as
earthquake shaking should be considered as thunder attacks, and that two Chinese characters “shin-shi” which the

historian interpreted as a death due to an earthquake mean a death by thunderbolt.

usage of “shin-shi” in various historical documents.

I showed typical examples of

Keywords: Nankai Earthquake, 794 Event, Fake Earthquake, Thunderbolt, Chinese Characters.
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