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Historical Values of Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sasshi in the 14th Century:

In Relation to the Seismic Activity in 1361

Katsuhiko ISHIBASHI
2-28-26 Yokowo, Suma-ku, Kobe, 654-0131 Japan

in Rika-nenpyo (Chronological
Scientific Tables), a currently standard earthquake catalogue in Japan, says that earthquake tremors had continued

“Chronological table of major distractive earthquakes in and around Japan”

around Kyoto since July 20, 1361, which may have been foreshocks of the great Nankai earthquake of July 26 in
These tremors are described in historical documents called Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sasshi, as
For high-quality investigation of this foreshock-like

the same year.
well as in other rather unreliable historical materials.
activity, I performed historical source criticism of Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sasshi.
that these two materials are the same documents having different names, and that, on the other hand, Sai-sai Yoki

As a result, it turned out

has two versions considerably different from each other; the one, a fictitious document on the 14th century’s
social situation, and the other, historical records of the circumstances in and around Kofukuji Temple in Nara near

Kyoto.
the reliability is poor.

Descriptions of earthquakes in 1361 are contained only in the former fictitious document, and therefore
The examination of the foreshock-like activity itself will be made in another paper.
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Table 1. Various versions of printed Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sashi.
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Table2. Comparison of the 1361 July 20’s earthquake descriptions in Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sashi which are
contained in Shinshu Nihon Jishin Shiryo and in the reprints of Sai-sai Yoki and Shichikan Sashi.
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