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Specificity of the Five Component Disaster Articles in "Nihon Sandai Jitsuroku "
(The True History of Three Reigns of Japan)
Kazuaki YANAGISAWA

Tohoku History Museum, Takasaki 1-22-1, Tagajo City, Miyagi, 985-0862, Japan

"Nihon Sandai Jitsuroku " (“The True History of Three Reigns of Japan”, from 858 to 887 AD) is the
final volume of the Rikkokushi (the Six National Histories), covering the period of Emperor Seiwa, Emperor
Yozei and Emperor Koko. Emperor Uda , back in the imperial family and ascend the throne following the death of
Emperor Koko, ordered to compile the text.

In "Nihon Sandai Jitsuroku", descriptions from various provinces data are 484 cases. A breakdown
reveals 374(77.3%) in the date of adopted measures, 86(17.8%) in the date of report, 19(3.9%) in the date of
occurrence/report and 5(1.0%) in the date of occurrence. The 5 cases, described in the date of occurrence, are
863(fifth year of Jogan) Ecchu and Echigo Earthquake, 869 (eleventh of Jogan) Mutsu Massive Earthquake and
Tsunami, 869 (eleventh year of Jogan) Higo Disaster, 878(second year of Gangyo) Kanto Provinces Earthquake
and 887(third year of Ninna) Tokai/Tonankai Massive Earthquake and Tsunami. There are commonalities among
them. These 5 cases are massive disaster. They are special within the descriptions from various provinces and
similar to the descriptions of Heian-kyo (the ancient capital in Kyoto) that described in the date of occurrence.

These description of five massive disaster were affected by various factors that the death of Emperor
Koko only after 26 days from 887(third year of Ninna) Tokai/Tonankai Massive Earthquake and Tsunami.
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Table.3-1 Imperial edicts after natural disaster , duration of feeding period, and the age of an emperor.
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Table.3-2 Imperial edicts after natural disaster , duration of feeding period, and the age of an emperor.
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