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The historical earthquake that was left in temples in Taiwan
- Trace of the 1848 Changhua Earthquake -
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The Changhua Earthquake occurred in December, 1848. It was the most destructive earthquake damage in the 19th century

in Taiwan. In this research, we investigated whether records of earthquakes are left in reconstruction monuments or historic

monuments, etc. in the temple in Changhua County. The result showed that there are mainly 5 records of the Changhua

earthquake were found, three in Changhua City, one in Lukang Township and one in Fenyuan Township (Zhen-an Temple,

Ximen Fortress Temple, Yuanching Temple, Xingan Temple, Baozang Temple) , respectively. The monument of Yuanching

Temple was a stone monument, but everything else was a wooden monument. These were weathered and some monuments

were badly preserved. It also suggested that there are also some monuments that have not been found yet. Therefore, the

investigation of the monument and appropriate maintenance and management are urgent tasks in the future.
Keywords: 1848 Changhua Earthquake, Reconstruction Monuments, Temples, Taiwan
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Fig.1 Temples with records of the 1848 Changhua
Earthquake.
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Fig.3 Reconstruction Monument of Zhen-an Temple in
Changhua City.
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Fig.4 Historic Monument of Zhen-an Temple in
Changhua City.
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Table 1. Temples and Monuments with records of the 1848 Changhua Earthquake.
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