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Problems of the 1512 Eisho Earthquake and a Great Wave in Shishikui in the Same Year:
In Relation to a Missing Nankai Earthquake Paired with the 1498 Mei'o Tokai Earthquake

Katsuhiko Ishibashi
2-28-26 Yokowo, Suma-ku, Kobe, 654-0131 Japan

Along the Suruga-Nankai trough off southwest Japan great subduction earthquakes have recurred every 100-200 years as
pairs of M~8 events, one in the eastern half (Tokai earthquake) and the other in the western half (Nankai earthquake), while
sometimes occurring as single giant events. Concerning the 1498 Mei'o Tokai earthquake, a paired Nankai earthquake is so
far unknown for lack of evident historical records. I propose that the 1512 Eisho earthquake which took place in the 6th
month of the year in the Japanese old calendar (Kyu-reki) may be one of the candidates of the missing Nankai earthquake
because its strong ground motion in Kyoto lasted for a very long time and it was accompanied by rather many aftershocks
felt in Kyoto. According to a historical document in Shishikui, a town on the southeast coast of Shikoku facing the Nankai
trough, a devastating great wave attacked the town in the 8th month of the same year in Kyu-reki. There is a possibility that
"the 8th month" in the document was a miss-writing for "the 6th month" during past transcription, since the Chinese
characters for 8 and 6 in running forms resembling each other, and that the great wave was generated by the 1512 Eisho
earthquake. On the other hand, I also point out through minute examination that the reliability of the historical document
describing the great wave may be low because of considerable doubtful points. Intensive and extensive investigation of the
1512 devastating wave in Shishikui by means of historiography, archeology and earth sciences is needed. Even if the
devastating wave in Shishikui is obscure, the possibility of the 1512 Eisho earthquake to have been a Nankai event remains,
and further study of this earthquake is necessary.

Keywords: 1498 Mei'o Tokai Earthquake, 1512 Eisho Earthquake, Shishikui, Historical Document, Tsunami.
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Fig. 1. Location of Shishikui. Dots show arche-
ological sites where liquefaction around the late

15th century has been observed. Modified from
Ishibashi's (2014a) Fig. 1-12.
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