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Damage from the Kansei Nishi Tsugaru Earthquake Tsunami of 1793

Mutsumi ODAGIRI SHIRAISHI

Hanamaki Museum, 26-8-1 Takamatsu, Hanamaki City, Iwate, 025-0014 Japan

The Kansei Nishi Tsugaru Earthquake occurred on February 8, 1793. This earthquake caused severe damage,

mostly in west coast area of Hirosaki-Han. This is a report on a survey of damage in the main part of affected area.

In this study, tsunami damage and earthquake damage were classified. There was tsunami damage in Ajigasawa,

because fishing boats were washed away. In addition, tsunami run up in a river and caused damage on land. There

was no house damage in Akaishi and Maito, but there were some tsunami victims at coast. There was only

earthquake damage in Fukaura. Tsunami mainly struck Ajigasawa, but it was not as large as flooding and causing

damage to land.
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Fig. 2 Kyoho Ajigasawa Ezu (1716~1736)
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Fig. 3 Kyoho Ajigasawa Ezu (Okariya area)
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Fig. 5. Aerial photo of
Ajigasawa (Geospatial
Information  Authority
of Japan, 1962)
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Fig. 4 Kyoho Ajigasawa Ezu (Sawa-no-Okura area)
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