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Hidematsu Komiyama fabricated the Toni tsunami stone

Kiyoshi Numata
Photo data section, Kyodo News Organization, 1-7-1 Higashi-Shimbashi, Minato-ku,
Tokyo, 105-7201 Japan
Fumio Yamashita (2001) mentioned that the photograph of “the Toni tsunami stone” reported as a tsunami stone derived
by the 1896 Meiji Sanriku Earthquake is not a real tsunami stone, but “the Tsuzuki-ishi” legendary linked a warrior monk
Mushashibo Benkei. He also concluded the first fabricating report was made by the Tokyo Asahi Simbun (Yamashita, 2002).
But, Jiro Tomari (2002) rebutted to the Yamashita’s views. The truth had been disputable until the authors presentation in the
34™ annual meeting of the Society of Historical Earthquake Studies on 16, September, 2017. The author researched the same
age documents to make clear the first forger, and found out a copy of the Chuo Shimbun, in which Hidemastu Komiyama
described the fabricated Tsunami stone, that dated 11 days before Asahi Simbun’s report. After cross-checking these

documents, I came to the conclusion that cameraman Hidematsu Komiyama was the culprit in the fabrication.
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Fig. 1 The picture of Tsunami-stone in Toni that Tokyo
Asahi Newspaper carried on July 15 in 1896
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Fig. 2 The block print of Tsunami-stone in Toni that
Chuou Newspaper carried on July 4 in 1896
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Fig. 3 Tsuzuki stone of Musashibo Benkei in the
mountain of Tono city Iwate Pref. taken in May 2017
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Fig. 4 The picture of Tsunami-stone in Toni that Taiyo
magazine carried on the issue of July 20 in 1896
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Fig. 5 The block print of Tsunami-stone in Toni that

special issue of Huzoku-Gaho magazine carried on July
251in 1896
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Fig. 6 The extra issue of photo reportage on Meiji Sanriku Tsunami by Tokyo Asahi Shimbun on July15 1896
(owned by Tokyo Memorial Hall)
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