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Rikkokushi (Six Japanese Chronicles in the 7-9th Century) as Recording Media of
Natural Disasters: Summary and Monthly Calendar of Information Amount

Kayoko Onima and Masato Koyama

Faculty of Education

, Shizuoka University

836 Oya, Shizuoka 422-8529, Japan

We counted the number of characters (i.e. an amount of information) in Rikkokushi, which are the
most important chronicles describing the Japanese history mainly during the 7-9th century, and
examined the ability of Rikkokushi for recording natural phenomena, which include carthquakes
and volcanic eruptions. The total amount of information in the final part (Nihon Sandai Jitsuroku)
is eleven times more than that in the biginning part (Nihon Shoki). Although information about
natural phenomena shows similar tendency of increase, its amount, particularly of earthquake
information varies coincidently with changes of document editors.
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