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Kuzaki. Toba city, Mie Prefecture is a small vitlage and is situated on a rocky marine
terrace on the coast of Shima peninsula. In 12th century, a part of the inhabitants of Kuzaki
newly constructed Ootsu village on the plain adjoining Kuzaki in the east. In 1498, the tsunami
of the Meio earthquake swept away all houses of Ootsu. After the tsunami, the survivors removed
to the residential area of Kuzaki, whose ground height is 10 to 25 meters. Since the Meio
tsunami, inhabitants of Kuzaki never built houses again on the place of Ootsu.  In 1707, a large
tsunami of the Hoei earthquake hit the coast, but they were damaged slightly, in contrast to a
huge human loss took place in the neighboring villages.  In 1854, another huge tsunami, called
Ansei-Tokai Earthquake-Tsunami, hit Kuzaki, and the run-up height of the wave was recorded at
22.7 melters, but only 6 persons, 2 percent of the total population, were killed and only 4 houses
were swept away. Kuzaki village is admirable in that it is one of the oldest examples of the
success in tsunami hazard mitigation by removing whole the village to a heigher place.

Key Words: 1498 Meio Earthquake, Tsunami hazard mitigation, Village removing to a heigher
place,
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Fig.1 Heights of the tsunami of the 1854 Ansei-Tokai Earthquake (Tsuji et al. 1991)

The arrow shows the location of Kuzaki. where tsunami run-up height was 22.7 meters,
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