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A newspaper’s map of the Zenkoji earthquake of 1847

Hiroki Furihata
Nagano City Museum, 1414 Oshimadamachi, Nagano
381-2212 Japan

Aprinting block of a ‘kawaraban’ (a kind of newspaper from the Edo period) has been discovered

in Tambajima, Nagano City. It described the Zenkoji earthquake of 1847. It is rare for such an

expendable item to have survived, and a clue to its origin lie in the fact that Tambajima was a

‘shukuba’ (a staging point for travelers). The kawaraban contains a map that gives a detailed

image and explanation of the damage caused by the earthquake. This picture helped relieve

people’s fears.
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