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Re-Examination of the Epicenter of the 1762 Horeki

off Sado Earthquake (M 7.0)
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The epicenter of the 1762 Horeki off Sado earthquake has been assumed to be between Sado
Island and Honshu. This estimation was based on damage of a fishing village named Ushima. On
Sado Island there are two villages named Ushima: Higashi-Ushima and Kita-Ushima. Therefore,
the re-examination of the epicenter should be required. The revised epicenter is at Lat. 38.6° N and
Lon. 138.8° E , 30km west of Awashima, which is near the source region of the 1964 Niigata
earthquake and the 1833 off Shounai earthquake.
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As the 1762 earthquake was besides
shaking Sado and Niigata very badly,
associated with tunami, which swept 26

houses from Ushima, a village near the
northern extremity of the island and having,
unlike the other part of the coast, a small U-
shaped coast facing towards W.SW., the
focus should, broadly speaking, have been
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Sado and Niigata.
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