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Earthquakes recorded in "the Diary of Oh-yaFalimy" at Baraki Village,
Ichikawa City, Chiba Prefecture

An old diary which contains many records of felt earthquakes was newly found out in the old document stack
room of the Historical Museum of Ichikawa city, Chiba prefecture, 15 kilometers east of Tokyo. This diary is
called "The Diary of Oh-ya Family" and was kept by an officer of the Tokugawa Shogunate. The recorded period
of this diary covers the period from May 1835 through March 1861. The writer of this diary lived in first at Edo
(Tokyo) up to the end of 1845, and he moved to Baraki Village (Ichikawa city at present), about 12 kilometers
east of the Edo Castle, in the beginning of 1846. The writer recorded climate of every day and felt earthquakesin
detail. He recorded 57 earthquakes at Edo and 105 earthquakes at Baraki. He described the damage of the Ansei
Edo Earthquake of November 11, 1855 at Baraki in such way that houses of tile roof were mainly collapsed, and a
man from the village was killed at Edo due to the fire accompanied with the earthquake. We aso obtain the
knowledge of the change of seismic activity of this period, and seismic intensities at Baraki for eight earthquakes

Yoshinobu TSUJI

Earthquake Research Ingtitute, University of Tokyo,
Yayoi 1-1-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 113-0032 Japan

with damage which occurred in Kanto district and its vicinities.
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Fig.1. Diagram of felt earthquakes recorded in "the Diary of Ohya Family"
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Fig. 2. Digtribution of seismic intengities (in IMA scae) of the Ansal Edo earthquake of Nobember 11, 1855.
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Fig. 3. Diagram of felt earthquakes at Baraki in the period of Nobemver 1854 to the beginning of 1857.
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