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Pre-earthquake Evacuation of the local people in the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake

Yoshinari HAYASHI and Reo KIMURA

Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Nagoya University,

Furocho, Chikusa, Nagoya, 464-8601 Japan

This study clarified pre-earthquake evacuation of local people from the interviews of victims of the 1945 Mikawa
Earthquake. We are focused on Katahara town located near the hypocenter of pre-shocks and main-shock. This town was
severest damaged town of the earthquake. We derived some experiences of evacuations performed by several local people.
There were two types of pre-earthquake evacuation. One was escaping outside of the house, and another was preparing fast
escape staying in the house. Because the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake was intraplate earthquake which magnitude was 6.8, the
damaged area concentrated near the activated fault, where was few time from the start of shaking to becoming hard shaking.
Even though people felt earthquake in their bed, most people could not start escaping to outside. Some people could avoid

disaster by staying in outside evacuation tent.
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1 1945
Fig.1 Number of casualties of the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake
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Fig.2 fore-shock (left) and after-shock (right) distributions of the 1945 Mikawa Earthquake
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Fig.3 All people of our neighbor ran away to the
hill behind the village.
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Fig.4. Before two days of the Mikawa Earthquake,
we felt some small earthquakes. So my

Fig.5. Her relatives came to her house, soon after the

husband’s grandmother said “To escape quickly, earthquake.
staying in 1st. floor”, and my children and |
moved from 2nd. floor.
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3.4

Fig.6. Ms. Miura tried to search her father in the
complete darkness room.
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Fig.7. Before a few days of the Mikawa
Earthquake, we heard bombing sound. So we
made a straw house and stayed in that house
for one night.



3.6

Fig.8. Because my brother and | felt coldness and
fearfulness, we stayed in the blanket.
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Fig.9. My father made the evacuation tent in the
previous day, and we stayed in that for one
night. We experienced the earthquake in
safety situation.
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