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Did the Large-scale Collapse of Mt. Mana-ita in Central Japan Occur due to the 1502 Echigo Earthquake? 

Katsuhiko ISHIBASHI 

Emeritus Professor, Kobe University

The common view among Japanese landslide experts that the large-scale collapse of Mt. Mana-ita in the north Fossa 
Magna was caused by the 1502 Echigo earthquake has been examined. The bases of the view have turned out to be 
weak without any historical records. The occurrence time of the collapse was reported to be from the 14th century 
till the early 15th century by wiggle match of 14C dating data of a berried wood produced by the collapse. The 1502 
Echigo earthquake is inferred to have occurred rather far from Mt. Mana-ita with M less than 7 in terms of historical 
seismology, based on the damage in Echigo-Fuchu and the unawareness in Kyoto. Summing up all these matters, 
the collapse of Mt. Mana-ita is considered to have been caused by some other reason than the 1502 earthquake. 
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Fig. 1.  Location map of Mt. Mana-ita and Echigo Fuchu. 
Star shows the epicenter of the 1502 Echigo earthquake 
(M 6.5~7.0) after Usami et al. (2013). 
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