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Tracing footprints on reconnaissance reports of the 1943 Tottori earthquake
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In the previous paper of investigating footprints on the reports for the 1944 Tonankai earthquake, we traced their footprints
and revealed that field surveys were performed quickly and densely in spite of many restrictions under the severe situations 
during the Second World War. In this paper, the 1943 Tottori earthquake, which occurred in only one year before, is 
investigated. Reconnaissance reports and scientific papers at that time are gathered and footprints appeared in their 
documents are extracted and listed. We found that the field surveys started in quickly like in the case of the Tonankai event. 
Comparing with the case of Tonankai, long distance travel by train was not restricted and various instruments for field 
measurement such as seismometers, land survey instruments and so on were brought with investigators by a train from 
Tokyo. There were no air raids which disturbed in the case of Tonankai. Field investigations were done by many researchers 
with no much troubles excepted in lodging and eating. Difficulties for eating during field surveys reflecting food shortage 
under wartime can be found in personal documents.
Keywords: 1943 Tottori Earthquake, Reconnaissance reports, Literature survey, Tracing footprints.
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Fig.1 Damage distribution due to the 1943 Tottori 
earthquake [after Usami et al. (2013) ]. 
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Table 1 Action of Ando, Minister of Home Affairs

Table 2. List of itinaries for surveys by authors in the Central Meteorological Observatory
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Fig.2 Route map showing Central Meteorological Observatory team s field survey.
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Table 3. List of itinaries for surveys by authors in Earthquake Research Institute of Tokyo Imperial 

Fig.3 Route map showing Earthquake Research Institute team s field survey.
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Table 4  List of itineraries for surveys by authors in Journal of Architecture and Building Science

Fig.4. Temporal observation sites and periods for aftershocks by Earthquake Research Institute.
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Table 5  List of itineraries for surveys by authors in Zisin

Fig.5 Route map showing Architectural Institute of Japan team s field survey.
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Table 6  List of itineraries for surveys by authors in Geographical Review of Japan

Table 7  List of itineraries for surveys by authors in Quarterly Journal of Seismology
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Table 9 Restrictions under the war

Table 8 Comparison of itineraries among field surveys
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Table 10 Comparison with the case of the Tonankai 
earthquake
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