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Activities of the Jodo sect and Honshin SATTA in the 1894 Shonai earthquake
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This paper is a study of activities of the Jodo sect and Honshin SATTA (a nun of the Jodo sect, 1845-1928) in the
Shonai earthquake (1894). In the Mino-Owari earthquake (1891), the Jodo sect had actual relief in voluntary
contributions and memorial services. However, in the Shonai earthquake, it did not have any activity without few
exceptions by local temples and a religious association. On the other hand, Honshin SATTA went to Sakata three
times to rescue people hit by the earthquake, and she carried out. In conclusion, the following four items were the
factors in this situation. (1) The relief donations by the mass media have the structural defect which decisively
influenced by the amount of concern and news in the media. (2) It made the Japanese Buddhist sect lost their
motive for rescue activity that their cooperation with the First Sino-Japanese War. (3) There were some gaps in
perceptions of meanings of the stricken area or damage or relief work, between the Jodo sect and the affected area
or the other Buddhist sect. (4) Honshin SATTA found characteristic and important meanings of relief work as the
religious practice.
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Table 1. Activity of local temples and a religious association of the Jodo sect in the Shonai earthquake (1894).
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Table2. Number of temples by sects in Yamagata prefecture (1892).
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Table3. The comparison of number of temples by sects between in Yamagata prefecture and in Japan (1892).
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Table 4. The list of damage to temples of the Jodo sect in the Shonai earthquake.
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Table 5. Activity of Honshin SATTA (a nun of the Jodo sect) in the Shonai earthquake.
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Fig.1. The Damage map of Sakata in the Shonai earthquake(1894). See Frontispiece 2 for the color version.
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Fig.2. About damages and locations of the Rinshoji and the Jotokuji and keys on map (from Fig.1). See

Frontispiece 2 for the color version.
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