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An Overview of the Records of Meiji Sanriku Tsunami Photographs
Kiyoshi NUMATA

Photo data section of Kyodo News Service, 1-7-1 Higashi-Shimbashi, Minat-ku,
Tokyo, 105-7201 Japan

The Meiji Sanriku Tsunami triggered by a huge earthquake on June 15, 1896, left 22,000 people dead. Photographic
records of the tragedy had been widely believed to be scarce. The author started research on the subject in May
2012 after examining 48 photos of the tsunami in photographer Matsuchi Nakajima’s albums, which have been held
by antique photo collector and researcher Keisho Ishiguro. I found that a total of 25 photographers from Miyagi,
Iwate and Aomori prefectures as well as Tokyo and surrounding prefectures went to the disaster region. About 250
photos taken by 11 photographers were published, and a certain number of those photos were confirmed to have
been kept as photographic plates and prints at the Morioka Local Meteorological Office, the Imperial Household
Agency’s archives, the Japan Red Cross Society and other locations. This paper is an overview of the findings to
help scholars on the history of disasters find pertinent photographs.

Keywords: Meiji Sanriku Tsunami, photographer.
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Fig.2 Major devastated areas photographed by the 11 photographers after the Sanriku Tsunami
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Fig.3 Photographic plates and prints of photographer

Nihei Matsusaki’s photos, housed at the Morioka Local
Meteorological Office.
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in the magazine Taiyo.

B EBEOH B ~OfaH LMK - 55 TOERHIC
SWTIE, FhEnl §5. BECEAKE |, [ §6.
AN COERE | THIIREIR 5.

3.9 LJTRER THER-TNDHOD

BHER O 72 B E/ND LT R A RUE, AFEs
1, HHIHTERIBLIT DB,

iiE DS TG B R, A LR, NP0
TR OB B2 B LI AR DS 12 Higk->Tw
(X 6). T AN TAT TV BT 4T 2L
FTA7 71 (2004) ] TAHL TV,

6 JA SRR G- ENDIES AL LI AT AR (ill&
DREEZ) D)

Fig.6 Lantern slides of photos taken by photographer
Hidematsu Komiyama. (Sendai City Museum Collec-

tion)

2016 4% 1 A, SRIEBIHEE BHE T EBRFILT N
LHD 10 BB BTN TS TWDH0% /ol
(7). IREMBEOFERDOIIHNIAALTNT, 25
TR EHE LIRS TWEL, b IR EREXTH-oT-.
H SRR AL O U EA R 3 RO R IRIG R LR D> —
NNRIESTHD. TANLEFEL T A B E
KixFnET, [HLT A NLOERM GE TR S
NDZ LR B S IV TN 2 | ERBFRL TS, LI4T
W DHEMEHE D— N ThHHOTZFFELA, MhiEW <R
WA SE, BRGEL T2 ML EA TN,

F7- G R EE B AR X R B OFENR 13
KA LT, 2 BO3ARB =0, 70 11 B
BHEOEZFIZ L CEALI-LOTHS. 9 Kk
i1 B BB OB RN SORIZ L Bbnd. [FE
DT VENT — AT DIEIET — 2 ~_—Z | T
ENTWD. 7220, RBIXTHUE  EANZR W EEY R
L7R0,

i BN DIELIVIZZIAT TR (B
P51 BH SRR )
Fig.7 Lantern slides of photos taken by photographer

7 "B N KER

Kotaro Miyauchi. (Yokohama Archives of History Col-

lection)

- 145 -



# 2 IR =FREKE O T EE B OPTRE —%
Table 2 The list of photographic archive of the Meiji Sanriku Tsunami

RELRRR - SRR EA&E il Ak
1| TR EE T020-0102 R KRG B bF SN RIG 0§k ridr L
AR PR R R 34 | HEOEE 15 OF v R FLK. 50 LI
HEEE 019-661-2831 THE 21 B bBHDLNEERIG E BRI IZ/eh -7,
2 | RO — T988-0554 ITHEEZEOFEZDEE 5 OB E RN,
v H— B R SANIE T R ST IR I 4-3 R EH R DEZD 5 OB E 2RI
HEEE 0226-32-3029
3| BT T100-8111 [ ERFEERGEICI MBS 1S CEH
EE R E L SR WA TAHEX T EL—1 B, WEEE, KIS, M2 KRR, N5 O
s s NASCERE HEE 03-3213-1111 (1R %) P oD F . FIE T 193 #. #2558 3 RAMEREL T
W5, EEE SO G N [ TR R g s
BiZ7T — XA CHELY V=R TED.
4 | EKEAE T100-8924 HHE The Graphic]1896 428 H 8 H 5
WA T XK ERT 1—-10—1 | [AAREE SR G BT 0% 1914 7))
% 03-3581-2331 (18%) [ - BR - KOE I\ H4E 50 25 5 #1933 4F-F1)
5 | ZREXEAR T105-0011 [ = U [ v ] g B (P B vl o = ]
WO ERHE X E AR 4-T-4 HiscEooMEEE TAM1896 427 A 5 H%, 7 A 20
MR AE 1F H¥, 8 A5 HY, [SUEEAREE T = - gl 248/
% 03-3431-6073 i
6 | fl&ETitEYfE T980-0862 AR, BEER, IEHEEOGEEOYAL)ITRER
EHRAIE T EZEX) N 26 712 K
TG 022-225-3074
7 | BARBAZHE (JCI) T102-0082 BN KSR LTS 0 & RINE T H O 5.
AR TR X —ZHT 25 FOEC 48 #. W EHRFALT LS AT
Tk 03-3263-7111 ()
8 | ZU Akt T027-0037 R SEOHr R DEE 17 8, FIEIXEHREY T,
[ xR Z 3T | % R AR T 5 #E 13-6 | EEIZEERILRKIGEOLETHY.
A% 0193-64-0888
9 | HARRA-FAALE T105-8521 EER P BUIZ G EE R OFT R I Z R L T
RAFAERT T BB R X S K 1-1-3 Wh., T = HR—=ZFABL TR, JR+F0
WA 03-3437-7580 TS TL 7 7L ARG LTV,
10 | AARFR-FHEHERS T150-0012 RIS Ok Iy 0> B2, FIVEC 6 4%, SRR
SERkEE ORI KA 4-1-3 DL FIHY. Pri kb — 2R —2T 4 KA.
Tk 03-3409-0875 (ft3)
11| BARFFEHEHERY | T471-8565 EF OG0B R, FIET 5 /&, ERO4
F i (X A A5G IR B T A LT b HidY. FEEE AR DO FFEEED
12 % 33
E&E 0565-36-5119
12 | J\JF T ST rg R X A T031-0111 BRI O\ F L ZIRFEOEE 19 O E xR
FRARE TR R TR . FDHIHD 15 BIZZZIZLVRNS D,
FHTTERR 39-1 ficEBEHFEOE AL, MIHEKIOAEDEED
% 0178-60-8100 11 A (DI b P EERIE OB G R B
13 | B5 K P REAR T102-0093 EF OB H 2T U= R 16 Kz B#L
R TR XCSPRTIT 2-4-1 T ET B AR E S RGERR = .
B A& 2 —28E SF
A% 03-5216-8716
14 | FRIEBAPEE BHE T231-0021 BNERI DS A DEEOR LT R 10 £
R X B A K 3
B EH 045-201-2100
15 | FfE H R HEETE AR T 169-8050 G E FEO R L S0, ILET RO EZ L&

HORCH T i DX 79 AR 1-6-1
B35 03-5286-1829

HN OB R 2R FIZ LT AT TR 13 AL

- 146 -




§4. |BEEOREFIE
il 2 DEREOIREEZMDILITHE THD. &
Hix, LT OFNAZRE TR E L.

4.1 BEIZAHIZHTE

BEIZAHINHLLDIE, TOFFEHLE. #lz
IEEEO FEICARIBFEZXAA THDHO (ERF -
&, X 8), BHmIZA4RIAVOHIM R ESTHDHL
ORI, X 10), £ RTAVOBRKIZIEST-HO
(LEEZE), FEMOFRKICARINHTINZD
O (EHEE=ER) Tho.

8 BELHLIALIRE E OERFLIE DL P
WIREEN OBAREE (H /RS A7 %K)
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tom of the photo. (Collection of the Japan Red Cross
Toyota College of Nursing)
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Fig.9 A photo of devastated Kuwagasaki town in
Iwate Prefecture taken by Nihei Matsusaki. (Collec-

tion of Iwate Prefectural Museum)
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Fig.10 A caption signed by Nihei Matsusaki pasted
on the back of the same photo of Fig9,owned by
Miyako City publisher Town News.
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Fig.11 The block print of devastated Kuwagasaki town
in Iwate prefecture carried by Tokyo-nichinichi on June
28 in 1896.
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Fig.12 The Tokyo Asahi Shimbun published a special
supplement of tsunami photos on July 15, 1896.
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Fig.13 The block print in the report of Miyagi Branch

of Japanese Red Cross (Disaster management Library
collection).
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Fig.14 British weekly newspaper The Graphic in its

#& The Graphic

Aug. 8, 1896 edition carried photos taken by Otowa
Ohashi. (National Diet Library Collection)
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Fig.15a This photo shows tsunami-hit Shibitach fishing port on the Karakuwa Peninsula in Miyagi Prefecture in

June, 1896. (Karakuwa Peninsula Visitor Center Collection)
Fig.15b This photo shows Shibitachi fishing port in Miyagi Prefecture on March 11, 2011, after the Great East
Japan Earthquake and tsunami devastated the region. (Photo by Morio Suzuki in Shibitachi)

16a 1896 4% 6 J, miGIE AR LIza FIRKMIEOMH A O BAR GEET KBS LY)
16b 2011 4E 3 A 11 A, HUH A K I TS LI T (EARTE % KO — 28— 8D)
Fig.16a This photo, taken by photographer Naoju Takahashi, shows tsunami-hit Hosoura fishing port in Ofunato,

Iwate Prefecture in June, 1896. (Magazine Taiyo)
Fig.16b Hosoura fishing port was devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami on March 11,

2011. (Blogger Mucha Bobo’s website)
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Fig.17a This photo, taken by photographer Nihei Matsusaki in June, 1896, shows the devastated town of Ku-
wagasaki in Iwate Prefecture. (Iwate Prefectural Museum Collection)

Fig.17b The same location as Photo a) shows a protruded coastline due to reclamation in July 2013.
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Fig.18a This photo, taken by Shinzaburo Takahashi, shows Tanohama in Yamada town, Iwate Prefecture,
after the killer tsunami in June 1896. (the Imperial Household Archives Collection)

Fig.18b Tanohama in May 2018.
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Fig.19a This photo, taken by photographer Shinzaburo Takahashi, shows Maesuka Beach in Funakoshi in
Yamada town, Iwate Prefecture after the tsunami in June 1896. (the Imperial Household Archives Collec-
tion)

Fig.19b A coastal levee under construction on Maesuka Beach in May 2018.
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Fig.20a This photo, taken by Tomezo Kunifu, shows houses swept away from Hosoura to Gongenhama in
Shizugawa, Miyagi Prefecture, in June 1896.
Fig.20b Gongenhama in May 2018.
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Fig.21a This photo, taken by Tomezo Kunifu, shows monks praying for victims of the earthquake and tsu-
nami near Niidagawa River in Shizugawa town, Miyagi Prefecture, in June 1896.

Fig.21b The same location as Fig.21a in May 2018. In the rear is the Takano Kaikan building to whose
rooftop 327 residents fled to safety after the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami.
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Fig.22a This photo, taken by Shinzaburo Takahashi, shows heavily devastated Otsuchi town, Iwate
Prefecture, in June 1986 (the Imperial Household Archives Collection).

Fig.22b The same location as Fig.22a in May 2017.

23a 1896 £F 6 H, JA ILFEAR DM LT BEnim H i/ N ACHT TUUA ST BEHERE GMERST KRB J &)
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Fig.23a This photo, taken by Hidematsu Komiyama, shows the bodies of disaster victims in Otomo village
in Rikuzentakata in June 1896 (Magazine Taiyo).

Fig.23b The same location as Fig.23a in May 2017.
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Fig.24a This photo, taken by Shinzaburo Takahashi, shows heavily devastated Ryoishi town in Kamaishi,
Iwate Prefecture, in June 1896 (the Imperial Household Archives Collection).

Fig.24b The same location as Fig.24a in June 2018.
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Fig.25a The Tokyo Asahi Shimbun ran this photo of Mizuumi in Kamaishi, Iwate Prefecture, in July 1896.

Fig.25b The same location as Fig.25a in May 2017.
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Fig.26a This photo, taken by photographer Naoju Takahashi, shows tsunami-hit Ryoishi in Kamaishi , Iwate

Prefecture (Magazine Taiyo).
Fig.26b The same location as Fig.26a in June 2018.
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