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Human damage and rescue activities near the epicenter of
the 1925 Kita-Tajima earthquake revealed by old Navy materials

Junzo OHMURA

Earthquake Research Institute, The University of Tokyo, 1-1-1, Yayoi, Bunkyo-ku,
Tokyo, 113-0032 Japan

The epicenter of the Kita-Tajima Earthquake in 1925 is thought to be near the mouth of the Maruyama River. In
the area near the epicenter, many buildings collapsed and fires broke out in some villages. It is generally said that
the closer to the epicenter, the more deaths from the earthquake. However, in this earthquake, there were areas
where the mortality rate was low despite being close to the epicenter. In some areas, the mortality rate was high
even if it was far from the epicenter. The process of occurrence of damage in these areas was clarified by
historical records prepared by the Navy. As a result of analysis, it became clear that various factors that enlarge or
reduce human damage vary from region to region.

Keywords: Human damage, Relief activities, Imperial Japanese Navy.
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Table.1 Minato Village and Uchikawa Village Damage
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Fig.2 Mortality rate by village
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Table.3 Activities of each unit belonging to the naval Maizuru Port
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Fig.3 Destroyer “Enoki” rescue squad in the disaster
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