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In Japan, many place names come from geographical features. Some of them come from tsunami disasters. We wondered if 
place names were related to past tsunamis. 1703 Genroku Kanto, 1707 Hoei and 1854 Ansei Tokai tsunamis were subjects of 
this study and we chose, as subjects of this study, the areas which received damage by these tsunamis in Izu Peninsula, 
Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. We conducted this study in three steps. First, we investigated the damage, the run-up heights and 
the submerged areas of those three tsunamis from preceding studies. Second, we examined place name’s meanings, origins 
and the ways how they are pronounced in public libraries in the coast region of Izu Peninsula. Third, we compared the 
submerged areas with origins of place names. As a result of this study, we found there were 11 place names that clearly came 
from tsunami disasters such as Benten and Kujina. We also found there were 6 place names that were possibly related to 
tsunami disasters such as Shimekiri and Funada. However, in Izu peninsula some areas which got damaged by tsunamis did 
not have place names related to tsunami. In addition, place names related to tsunamis only express limited meanings about 
the damage of tsunamis.  
Keywords: Place name, Izu Peninsula, Tsunami, 1703 Genroku Kanto Earthquake, 1707 Hoei Earthquake, 1854 
Ansei Tokai Earthquake. 
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Fig.1 Height of 1703 Genroku Kanto, 1707 Hoei and 1854 Ansei Tokai tsunamis in Izu Peninsula. This map based
on Geospatial Information Authority of Japan. 
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Table.1 The place names described in this paper. The turn of this table is clockwise rotation along the coastline of 
the Izu peninsula. 
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Fig.2 Map of central area in Ito City. Correction on the 
map of Geospatial Information Authority of Japan. 
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Photo.1 Urakataryakuezu. Owned by Mera ward, 
Minami-Izu Town. 
The white lines in this photo show sea routes.  
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Photo.2 Enlarged photo of Urakataryakuezu. 
The circles in this photo show the areas which have
guard station and the white lines around Izu peninsula 
in this photo show sea routes.  
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Fig.3 The topographic map of Iruma, Mera and Koura. 
Correction on the map of Geospatial Information
Authority of Japan. 
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Fig.4 The location of Benten, Funada and Yokomakura in 
Matsuzaki Town. Correction on the map of Geospatial 
Information Authority of Japan. 
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Photo.3 Benten Sekishi  in Iwashina Nansoku, 
Matsuzaki Town. 
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Fig.5 The location of “Benten Sekishi” in Iwashina
Nansoku, Matsuzaki Town. This map based on
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan. 
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Fig.6 The location of Nakaze and Kujina in old Toi
Town. Correction on the map of Geospatial
Information Authority of Japan. 
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Fig.7 Map of central area in Shimoda City. Correction
on the map of Geospatial Information Authority of
Japan. 
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Fig.8 The location of Yokomakuri in Ida area, Numazu 
City. Correction on the map of Geospatial Information 
Authority of Japan. 
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Fig.9 The positional relationship of Sakigawa
Terakawa and Shimekiri in Nishina area, Nishi-Izu 
Town. Correction on the map of Geospatial Information 
Authority of Japan. 
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Fig.10  The location of Hiramegadaira in Heda area,
Numazu City. Correction on the map of Geospatial
Information Authority of Japan. 
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