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Records of the 1923 Kanto and the 1924 Tanzawa Earthquakes in Tokorozawa City, Saitama Prefecture
Ken’ichi ARAI and Miharu SHINODA
Sakae-Higashi High School, 2-27 Suna-cho, Minuma-ku, Saitama City, Saitama, 337-0054 Japan

As a continued study of the Kanto Earthquake of magnitude 7.9 occurred on Sep.1 of 1923, we surveyed three
diaries written on the day of the earthquake and seven stone monuments in Tokorozawa City, located in the southern
central part of Saitama Prefecture. Damage of the shrines and temples, walls of storehouses, and of stone lanterns
was recorded. No house was completely destroyed despite being relatively close to the epicenter of the mainshock.
We also noticed the aftershock of magnitude 7.3 occurred on Jan. 15 of 1924, 4.5 months after the mainshock, called
the Tanzawa Earthquake. According to the descriptions on the two stone monuments, the above diaries, and from a
newspaper published as an extra, many of the buildings mentioned above that had just been repaired from the
damage of the main shock were damaged again by the Tanzawa Earthquake. From those records, we judged that
there was the same or stronger shaking than the main shock in the Tokorozawa City area. We are able to learn
lessons about aftershocks with large shaking that occur several months after the main shock and about people who
have rebuilt again by cooperating with the community despite their property being damaged by the second big
earthquake.
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Fig.1 Locations of the epicenters of the 1923 Kanto and the 1924 Tanzawa Earthquakes estimated by Japan

Meteorological Agency, the source area of the Kanto Earthquake [Kanamori (1971)], and surveyed areas including

Tokorozawa City.
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Fig.2 Locations of diaries, stone monuments and train stations in Tokorozawa City.
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Table.1 Information of the stone monuments showed in the Figure 2.
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1923.
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1923.
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temple.
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Fig. 6 The monument 52 in the Morlya grave
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Fig.7a The monument S3 in the Arahata Sengen

shrine.
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monument S3 built at the Sengen shrine.
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Fig.8a The monument S4 in the Yamaguchi Kannon.
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Fig.8b The rubbed copy by light of the stone

monument S4 in the Yamaguchi Kannon.
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