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Location of Seike-Okinohama Which Disappeared Due to the 1596 Bungo Earthquake 

Kenji HINAGO 

Local History Researcher, 843-1 Seike, Oita, 870-0012 Japan 

This paper determines the location of Seike-Okinohama which disappeared due to the 1596 Bungo Earthquake. It 
is mentioned in the Jesuits Annual Report of Japan that Seike-Okinohama was located more than 0.5 and less than 
1 legua away from the Christian facility in Funai, Bungo’s provincial capital. Although the definition of the length 
of 1 legua differs by region and era, it is reasonable to consider 1 legua as 4.4 km in this Jesuits report. Therefore, 
Seike-Okinohama should have been located more than 2.2 km and less than 4.4 km away from Funai. Furthermore, 
from a topographical consideration, it is thought that the northern shoreline of Seike-Okinohama used to be located 
around the shoreline at low tide (i.e., water depth 0 m line) in Taisho era. The route from Funai to Seike-Okinohama 
at that time was also inferred on the map. As a result, it was found that Seike-Okinohama used to be located about 
3 km away from Funai. Seike-Okinohama was once submerged in the sea, but a part of it has been reclaimed from 
the sea. 
Keywords: 1596 Bungo earthquake, Seike-Okinohama, legua. 
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