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Felt Earthquakes Recorded in the Diary "Geku-Korakan Nikki"
Comparing with other Diaries Kept in the Central Part of Honshu

Yoshinobu TsuJl, Jun'ichi ITOH, and Kazue UEDA
Earthquake Research Institute, University of Tokyo, 1-1-1 Yayoi, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 113-0032, Japan

The series of diaries of the officers of the Kora-Kan nursery school in the Geku Shrine, Ise City Mie Prefecture,
“Geku Korakan Nikki”, was kept from the latter half of the 17th century up to the year of 1871. In total 176 years
of the original texts are stored in the library of “Jingu-Bunko” (the library belonging to the Ise Shrine). In those
diaries, descriptions of felt earthquakes sometimes appear together with weather descriptions in the text. We
found out such records of felt earthquakes in the texts of 363 days in total. We made diagrams of yearly numbers
of felt earthquakes with those of several another diaries kept in the neighboring districts. We found out that the
yearly number of felt earthquakes decreases in the several years before the Hoei (1707) and the Ansei
Tokai(1854) major earthquakes. It is suggested that the decreasing of the yearly number of felt earthquakes is due
to the appearance of the seismic gap of the second kind in the sea region off the Tokai district.
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