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Phenomena of Abnormal Viewing of the Sun and the Moon, and Fire Columns
Accompanied with the Ansei Nankai, and Ansei Tokai Earthquakes in 1854

Yoshinobu Tsul

Earthquake Research Institute, Univ. Tokyo, 1-1-1, Yoyoi, Bunkyo-ku,
Tokyo, 113-0032 Japan

There are several descriptions in old documents mentioning that the sun and/or the moon were seen abnormally,
in the days of the Ansei Tokai and the Ansei-Nankai earthquakes of 1854: abnormally red or yellow colored sun
and moon, and phenomena of the mock sun or the moon, and so on. The phenomenon of a fire column were
mentioned in the old records on the coastal areas of Wakayama and Kochi prefectures.

Keywords: viewings of the sun and the moon, mock sun, fire column, the 1854 Ansei Tokai Earthquake, the
1854 Ansei Nankai
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Fig.1. Places where sun color looked red or yellow on the

next day of the Ansei Tokai Earthquake.
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Fig. 2 Fat line shows the area of seismic intensity of the 1854
Ansei Tokai Earthquake being 6 to 7 (in JMA scale). Triangles
show fired cities. Oblique lines from Shingu and Kochi cities
show the direction of sun rising on the next day of the

earthquake.
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Fig. 3 Places where the rim of the sun looked blurred, and

where it became darker as if in the time of solar eclipse.
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